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Fiction: 3 
 

Ellie the Elephant 
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Words Per 
Minute 

1st Read 

2nd Read 

Last Read 

Ellie was an African elephant who was brand new 9 

at the zoo. She liked her new habitat at the zoo. 20 

It was better than her last zoo. Her last zoo was   30 

very small. At this zoo, she had a lot of room to 42 

walk around and lots of food to eat. There was  52 

only one problem. She didn’t have any one to talk 62 

to all day. After two weeks of being pretty 71 

lonely, Ellie saw the zookeeper walk another  78 

African elephant through the gate to her 84 

habitat. This elephant looks just her size, which 91 

meant she was probably young like her! She was 100 

thrilled to have a new elephant to hang out with 110 

and spend time with. Now, she really loved her  119 

new zoo. It had everything Ellie could possibly 127 

need. Food, space, and friends. 132 

Name: _______________________________ 
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Nonfiction: 3 
 

Elephants 
There are two species of elephants. They are 8 

the Asian elephant and the African elephant. The 16 

African elephant is larger than the Asian  23 

elephant, but they have very close similarities. 30 

Elephants are very large in size. They are very 39 

tall, standing between seven feet and twelve feet.  47 

They also weigh a lot. Their weight can range 56 

from three thousand to five thousand pounds.  63 

These mammals can live up to seventy years.  71 

An elephant’s diet consists of grass, fruits, 78 

and roots of trees and plants. An elephant’s 86 

trunk is very special. Its trunk can suck water 95 

up to squirt into its mouth. Elephants can also 104 

pick objects up with their trunk and use it as a 115 

snorkel when they are swimming underwater.  121 
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